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THE TAKING OVER OF THE NICHOLITES BY THE 

FRIENDS. 

BY HENRY DOWNES CRANOR. 

As a sect the Nicholites, who acquired their name from 
their leader, Joseph Nichols, were peculiar to Caroline 
County, Maryland, but in the records we have seen they 
style themselves " Friends or Quakers." The great simi- 
larity which existed between Friends and the Nicholites in 
regard to religious doctrines, disciplinary regulations, and 
social customs was obvious to all, and to none more than 
themselves. 

James Harris, a worthy and influential minister among 
them, was deeply interested and labored for years to eftect 
a union with Friends. The proposition was repeatedly con- 
sidered in their meetings, but still there were some who 
would not unite. Finally, the number having become small, 
it was proposed that such as were prepared to join with 
Friends had better do so, which might prove a benefit to 
those who remained by leading them to a closer examina- 
tion of their own situation. A minute was accordingly 
made and a committee appointed to lay their application 
before Friends, as follows : 

To the Members of Thirdhaven Monthly Meeting to be held the 12th 
of the tenth month 1797 : AVe the people called Nicholites herein pre- 
sent to your view and serious consideration the names of these that 
incline to unite with you in membership [here follow one hundred and 
six names] . Given forth from Centre Monthly Meeting of the people 
called Nicholites held the 30th day of ninth month 1797. 

The above paper and names being read in the Monthly Meeting and 
some time spent in the consideration thereof, the Meeting agreed on 
appointing a Committee to take an opportunity with them in a col- 
lective capacity and treat the matter with them, as way open let, as to 
grounds of their request, and report of their situation and state of unity 
in regard thereof to our next meeting. 

(Signed) Seth Hill Evitts, Clerk. 
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Thirdhaven Monthbj Meeting, 11th If 10th day 1798. 

The Committee appointed on request of the people called Nicolites 
report they have with considerable number of them to good satisfaction 
finding many tender spirited & hopeftil and were free, the following 
persons might be received unto membership viz — 



James Harris 
Mary Harris 
Peter Harris 
Mary Stevens 
Johnston Swigget 
Mary Swigget 
John Wright 
Esther Wright 
Willis Charles 
Sarah Charles 
Elisha Dawson 
Lydia Dawson 
Elizabeth Wright 
Mary Wright 
Jacob Wright 
Rhoda Wright 
Daniel Wright 
Sarah Wright 
Eichard Foxwell 
James Wright 
Sarah Wright 
Hatfield Wright 
Lucretia Wright 



Mary Richardson 
Margaret Connely 
John Pool 
Ann Pool 
Levin Pool 
Elizabeth Pool 
Moses Leverton 
Rachel Leverton 
James Murphey 
Mary Murphey 
William Murphey 
Ruth Murphey 
Elizabeth Frampton 
Euphamia Charles 
Elijah Charles 
William Frampton 
Margaret Frampton 
Elizabeth Twiford 
William Melona 
Sophia Melona 
George Hardy Fisher 
Daniel Fisher 
Thomas Gray 



Sarah Gray 
William Poits 
Adah Poits 
Anthony Wheatley 
Sophia Wheatley 
William Gray 
Jesse Hubbert 
Prissilla Hubbert 
Sarah Pool 
Sarah Poits 
Anna Gray 
Lovey Gray 
John Barton 
William Peters 
William Wilson 
James Wilson 
Rebecca Wilson 
James Wilson Jr 
Sarah Wilson 
Solomon Kenton 
James Boon 
Sarah Boon 



and upon consideration the said persons are admitted into membership 
and the Committee are desired to acquaint them thereof. The said 
Committee have also brought forward the request of Divers more of 
those people to be united with us viz. 

Elizabeth Kenton Joshua Crainer 

Joseph Anthony John Berry 

Ann Anthony Henry Charles 

and Solomon Bartlett 
which refered to the care of the Committee. 

At Thirdhaven Monthly Meeting 15th of 2 mo. 1798. 

The Committee who have under care the application of those friends 
called Nicholites report that of a number they have lately visited the 
following they were free might now be adraited into membership, viz. 
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James Anderson Hannah Kelly 

Celia Anderson Mary Ann Barton 

John Berry Esther Chance 

Anne Emerson Elizabeth Kenton 

Dennis Kelly Jonathan Shannahan 

Margaret Shannahan, 

which claiming our consideration is approved of and the Committee 
desired to inform them thereof & to continue their care to the cases still 
undetermined also to unite with a Committee of the Quarterly Meeting 
in considering how far it will be safe & proper to continue in use the 
meeting houses they have had thence of heretofore [sie\ are not the 
property of our religious society. 

Thirdhaven Monthly Meeting the 15th of 3rd mo. 1798. 

The committee on application of the friends called Nicolites report 
the subject remains under care and have mentioned the following per- 
sons who should be received as members viz. 

Ann Love John Wilson Ann Wilson 

which is concurd with and of which they are to be acquainted. 

Tliirdhaven Monthly Meeting the 17th of 5 mo. 1798. 

The friends appointed on the case of applicants for admition report 
they have performed a visit to them generally and were free the follow- 
ing persons might be admitted into membership viz. 

John Dawson, Elijah Bartlett, Perry Gray, 

Ann Dawson, Esther Bartlett, Joseph Gray, 

Elijah Eussell, Celia Bartlett, Esther Gray, 

Esther Russell, Sarah Vickers, William Wheatley, 

Sarah Swiggett, Jesse Leverton, Bing Wheatley, 

Richard Vickers, Clement Melona, Elizabeth Wheatley, 

Celia Vickers, William Melona Jr., Euphany Wheatley, 

Catharine Harvey, Comfort Melona, William Wilson Jr, 

Henry Charles, Elizabeth Melona, Rachel Wilson, 

Mary Charles, Joshua Crainer, 

which report claiming our consideration is approved and they are de- 
sired to acquaint them with their acceptance. 

l^th of ^ mo. 1799. 

Representatives are from Thirdhaven, Joseph Neal and William At- 
kinson, Tuckahoe ; Solomon Kenton Thomas Hopkins & Tristram, 
Marshy Creek ; William Gray and Anthony Wheatley, Choptank ; 
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Francis Neal & Thomas Tilon, Bayside ; John Kemp, Centre ; Edward 
Barton and Joshua Crainer, Northwest fork ; Mark Noble and Hatfield 
Wright, who all attended. 

One of the iriends on the request of Sophia Jenkins reports that he 
in company with Women Friends had an opportunity with her to good 
satisfaction and were easy she might be admitted unto membership 
which is concured with and Joshua Crainer appointed to inform her she 
is at liberty to attend our next monthly meeting. 

Thirdhaven Monthly Meeting 16th 5 mo. 1799. 

Answers to the 1*' 2"* & 9th queries were produced from each of the 
preparative meetings and examined from whence a general answer is 
taken to send to the ensuing Quarterly meeting as to our state, and Levin 
Wright, Thomas Pearson, William Needles, William Atkinson, Joshua 
Crainer, Willis Charles, Joseph Neal and James Wilson are appointed 
to attend to services of our Quarterly meeting. 

Now the separation having been made the people called Nicholites or 
"New Quakers" did constitute and appoint James Wright and William 
Williams to sell and make over all their right and title of, in and unto 
their meeting-house at Northwest Fork called Northwest Fork meeting 
house to any of the people called Quakers on such conditions that they 
will repay them the money they raised toward building the said meeting- 
house if required ; and on such terms as our Friends aforesaid and they 
may agree, Dated 17th day of eighth month 1799, and signed in and on 
behalf of the same by 

Elijah Ceemen Clerk. 

A similar minute is recorded appointing Azal Stevens 
and Beaucliamp Stanton for the like purchase (except there 
is no provision for the payment of any money) for Centre 
monthly meeting-house, dated 31st day of the Twelfth 
Month, 1803, and signed by the same Friend as clerk. By 
the transfer of property the title only was changed, the use 
thereof remaining the same until about 1850, when the 
society ceased to exist, the majority of their descendants 
becoming Methodists. 



